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Bahnar language 


The Bahnar language is a Central Bahnaric language. It has nine 
vowel qualities and phonemic vowel length. 


Bao (1998)® lists the following subgroups of Bahnar and their 
respective locations. 

■ Bahnar Kon Turn: Kon Turn area 

■ Bahnar Jctlong: northeastern Kon Turn Province 

■ Bahnar Golar: northern Pleiku (Gia Lai Province) 

■ Bahnar Tosung: Mang Yang District (Gia Lai Province) 

■ Bahnar Konkode: An Khe District (Gia Lai Province) 

■ Bahnar Alatang: A n Khe Distr ict (Gi a Lai Provin ce) 

■ Bahnar Alakong: K'Bang District (Gia Lai Province) 

■ Bahnar Tolo: Kong Chro D istrict and southern An Khe D istrict (Gi a Lai Provin ce) 

■ Bahnar Bdnam: eastern An Khe District (Gia Lai Province) 

■ Bahnar Roh: scattered areas in A n Khe D istrict and K'Bang District (G ia Lai Province) 

■ Bahnar Krem: VTnh Thanh District and An Lao District (Bln h Binh Provin ce) 

■ Bahnar Cham: Van Canh Dist rict (Bl nh Binh Pr ovince) 

■ Bahnar But: forest areas; little communication with outsiders 

Bui (2011:5-6)® lists the following subgroups of Bahnar and their respective locations. 

■ Tcf Lo: in Sd Ro, D3c Song, Chd Loong, Yang Nam, and D3c Td communes, which are in 
Kong Chro District and part of An Khe District (Gia Lai Province) 

■ Krem: in VTn h Thanh Dis trict, as well as some in An Lao District , Hoai An D istrict, and Tay 
Sdn District in Bin h Binh Provin ce; some in Sdn Lang Commune, K'Ba ng Distr ict, Gia Lai 
Province 

■ Van Canh: mostly in Canh Lien, Canh Thuan, and Canh Hoa communes of Van Canh District, 
Binh Binh Province 
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■ Tho Lo: mostly in the upper part of Dong Xuan District, Phu Yen Province. Scattered in 9 
communes throughout Dong Xuan District, Sdn Hoa District, and Song Hinh District. 
Descended from Td Lo people who were Tay Sdn soldiers fleeing from the Nguyen dynasty 
200 years ago. They fled southeast to Tho Lo, Phu Yen Province. The 

■ Gd Lar: mostly in Mang Yang District, D§k Doa District, and Chd Se District of Gia Lai 
Province, and some living around Kon Turn town. There is also a subgroup called Bahnar 
Chang H'drung who live at the foot of Ham Rong Mountain. 

■ Kon Turn: in 4 precincts and 9 communes of Kon Turn town 

■ Jd Ldng: in Kon Turn town, and Dac Td Re, D§c Ruong, and D§c Pne communes of Kon Ray 
District , Kon Turn Province 

■ Rd Ngao (Rengao): in 29 villages. They live with the Kon Turn people in 5 communes of Kon 
Turn; with the Bahnar and Sedang peoples in 2 communes of D§k Ha District; and with the 
Sedang people in Po Co Commune, Dak To District, Kon Turn Province 

Also used in Vietnam 


Other minor groups include the Kon Kde, Bd Ndm, and A Roh subgroups in Kong Chro District and 
K'Bang District of Gia Lai Province (Bui 2011:6). 

Ethnologue lists the following dialects of Bahnar. 

■ Tolo 

■ Golar 

■ Alakong (A-La Cong) 

■ Jolong (Gio-Lang, Y-Lang) 

■ Bahnar Bonom (Bomam) 

■ Kontum 

■ Krem 
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External links 


Database of audio recordings in Bahnar - basic Catholic prayers (http://dominicweb.eu/en/endi 
ctionaries/exotic-languages-prayers?bdq) 
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